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 TODAY’S STUDY: THE EFFECTIVE PRAYER 5

FOCUS: How relevant is prayer to my dreams and ambitions?

KEY VERSE: “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will 

shall be done unto you.” Jn. 15:7 KJV

“Who has the final say concerning your life matters?” “Jehovah (God),” many will 

the correct answer is “I”. You have the final say/word concerning matters relating to you. Simply put, if 

God wanted ‘A’ for you and you want ‘B’ (not A), you can have your ‘B’ and God will not have His ‘A’. In 

this penultimate sequel to this particular focus, we consider some individuals who changed God’s 

decision concerning their lives and situations. In fact, God had to withdraw His words. All these they did 

through the efficacy of prayer!   We introduce the subject today.

TEXT(S) OF THE WEEK: 2Kgs. 20:1 – 11, Num. 22:1 

LET’S REVISE: 

� Give any 3 of the reasons that make prayer very important in our walk with God.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

� Quote the key verse of the previous outline.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

LET’S DISCUSS: 

8 reasons why prayer is a vital factor for your success in life

8. People had their own way through prayer (i.e. these folks 

concerning their lives and situations)

� What decision of God did; 

(a) King Hezekiah change? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

(b) Balaam change? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

(c) How did they change it? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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THE EFFECTIVE PRAYER 5 

to my dreams and ambitions?  

“If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will 

Jn. 15:7 KJV 

“Who has the final say concerning your life matters?” “Jehovah (God),” many will 

the correct answer is “I”. You have the final say/word concerning matters relating to you. Simply put, if 

God wanted ‘A’ for you and you want ‘B’ (not A), you can have your ‘B’ and God will not have His ‘A’. In 

l to this particular focus, we consider some individuals who changed God’s 

decision concerning their lives and situations. In fact, God had to withdraw His words. All these they did 

through the efficacy of prayer!   We introduce the subject today. 

11, Num. 22:1 – 21. 

Give any 3 of the reasons that make prayer very important in our walk with God.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Quote the key verse of the previous outline. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

8 reasons why prayer is a vital factor for your success in life 

People had their own way through prayer (i.e. these folks literally changed even God’s decision 

concerning their lives and situations) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

                                                          Courtesy: God’s Vision 

                                              STUDY 101112/26 

“If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will (what you want), and it 

“Who has the final say concerning your life matters?” “Jehovah (God),” many will say. But surprisingly, 

the correct answer is “I”. You have the final say/word concerning matters relating to you. Simply put, if 

God wanted ‘A’ for you and you want ‘B’ (not A), you can have your ‘B’ and God will not have His ‘A’. In 

l to this particular focus, we consider some individuals who changed God’s 

decision concerning their lives and situations. In fact, God had to withdraw His words. All these they did 

Give any 3 of the reasons that make prayer very important in our walk with God. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

literally changed even God’s decision 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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WHY DO WE CLOSE OUR EYES WHEN PRAYING? 

Have you ever asked yourself why we close our eyes in prayer? In fact there is no scripture in God’s 

word that makes closing of eyes a prerequisite for prayer. However, it’s extremely important for us to 

close our eyes when praying due to the following reasons: 

• It helps us tremendously focus on the prayer. 

• It makes us oblivious of surrounding distractions. 

• It wards off unnecessary interference (from people, etc) that is, many will not talk to us when they 

see our eyes closed. 

Indeed, alternatives to eyes-closing include: 

• Looking up to heaven (Jn. 12:41 – 42; 26:39, Matt. 14:19 cf. Jn. 17:1 with Jn. 18:1). 

• Throwing yourself to the ground with face touching the ground (Mk. 14:35, Matt. 26:39) 

• Bowing, with your head on the ground (cf. 1 Kgs. 18:42 – 45 with Jam. 5:8). 

Sometimes, it becomes highly imperative to choose any of the alternatives other than eyes-closing 

(especially when you are tired or when your environment is comfortable and may make you sleep). 

[Matt. 26:43, Mk. 14:40] Praise God! 

PRAY THE IDEAL WAY… Many pray by just talking to God, but prayer is more than just talking to God, 

more than just speaking words to our Father. So what then is prayer? Prayer is a conversation (that is, a 

two sided activity; you talk to God and God also talks to you. That’s prayer! The ideal prayer is more 

than an address to God yet many just address God in their prayers without God addressing them. 

Although such prayers sometimes work, why wouldn’t you want to have response from God each and 

every time? Have you ever wondered why great men of God like Jesus, Moses never left the prayer 

grounds without knowing the mind of God concerning their situation? It’s because their prayer was a 

conversation and not an address to God (Num.12:13 – 14; 22:6, 9 -12; Jn. 12:27 – 28). 

Beloved, you can have answers to all your prayers. You can always know God’s response to your 

request. That’s why you must learn to converse with God not just talk to Him. When you pray the ideal 

kind of prayer, God talks to you through many ways including: 

• By voice: When God talks to you by voice, others around you might hear it and not understand or 

may not even hear it at all, but you will hear it and be so sure of what God said. Praise God! (Jn.12:27 

-29, cf. Acts 9:3 – 7 with 22:6 – 9) 

• By vision: Here, you must endeavour to ‘decode’ the vision you have seen to get the message the 

Lord is giving you (cf. Acts 10:9 – 20 with 11:5 – 12; Acts 16:9 – 10) 

• By signs: Eg. Elijah heard a sound and saw a cloud (1 Kgs. 18:41 -45 KJV) 

• By dream: Eg. King Solomon (1 Kgs. 3:5 – 15) 

So be challenged! Don’t settle for less. It’s time to mature be like my master, Jesus. Make your mind to 

always dialogue with God in prayer. Halleluyah! 

FURTHER READINGS:    For your personal private study 

• God wants you to converse with him – Isa. 1:18 
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• God likes conversations: he begins one – 1 Kgs. 3:5; Job 1:7a, 8; Gen. 18:17 – 23. 

• These men always had conversations with God in prayer – Paul (2 Cor. 12:7 – 9),                                              

Ananias (Acts 9:10 – 16)  

• Elijah said he had the final say (1 Kgs. 17:1) 

We continue this Balaam and Hezekiah story in the subsequent outline. You can also join us in fellowship 

for more teachings on prayer: Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays on the Sarbah Middle Field, 

bottom right when approaching the field from Legon Hall Annex B. Time is 8:00 – 9:00pm on each of the 

above mentioned days. 

LET’S SUMMARISE: 

What have you learnt today? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

MELODY OF THE WEEK (Col. 3:16) 

What a friend we have in Jesus                                                                                                                                                                

All our sins and grief’s to bear! 

What a privilege to carry                                                                                                                                                           

Everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit                                                                                                                                                                         

O what needless pain we bear 

All because we do not carry                                                                                                                                                              

Everything to God in prayer 

PRAYER FOR OUR WORLD (Rom. 10:1) 

We are praying for the Church. Our focus this week is on Christian maturity. 

 We are praying that Christians all the world round would begin having adequate time for God’s word, 

meetings such as LSM Bible studies, personal devotion, etc; we’re praying that this revival would start 

and sweep through the world, starting from this institution. 

 We’re praying for all Christians around the world who have challenges with sin                                                    

(are into addictions, etc); we pray God’s liberation power on their behalf. 

 Pray that you’ll be able to have more time for God this semester (you have to include ‘time for God’ 

in your schedule this semester). 

 

                                     

 

 

           

 

                                  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  This outline was written, designed and produced by

    

                

                                        (+233) 

          godsvisionlegon@gmail.com

Love Saints’ Meeting (LSM) is a weekly Bible Study/morning devotion right within our halls/hostels. 

The LSM Network consists of various LSMs including 

Commonwealth Hall LSM. All these LSMs run simultaneously on Saturdays at 7:00am. Once ev

fortnight, members of the LSM take the Bible study from their rendezvous to several rooms within the 

same hall/hostel at 6:00pm. So once every fortnight, the LSM takes place at 6:00pm on Saturdays 

instead of 7:00am. The LSM is helping many become effec

by God’s Vision Word Fellowship

and members of the LSM like you. 
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This outline was written, designed and produced by

(+233) 0243395996/0247078091 

godsvisionlegon@gmail.com OR thevisionyourvision@yahoo.com

(LSM) is a weekly Bible Study/morning devotion right within our halls/hostels. 

The LSM Network consists of various LSMs including Akuafo Hall LSM, Legon Hall LSM

. All these LSMs run simultaneously on Saturdays at 7:00am. Once ev

fortnight, members of the LSM take the Bible study from their rendezvous to several rooms within the 

same hall/hostel at 6:00pm. So once every fortnight, the LSM takes place at 6:00pm on Saturdays 

instead of 7:00am. The LSM is helping many become effective in their walk with God. It’s sponsored 

God’s Vision Word Fellowship, an interdenominational campus fellowship here on Legon grounds 

and members of the LSM like you. LSM… sharing our faith.                                                            
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(LSM) is a weekly Bible Study/morning devotion right within our halls/hostels. 

Akuafo Hall LSM, Legon Hall LSM, and 

. All these LSMs run simultaneously on Saturdays at 7:00am. Once every 

fortnight, members of the LSM take the Bible study from their rendezvous to several rooms within the 

same hall/hostel at 6:00pm. So once every fortnight, the LSM takes place at 6:00pm on Saturdays 

tive in their walk with God. It’s sponsored 

, an interdenominational campus fellowship here on Legon grounds 

                                                                                                                                                                                   


